Chapter                                                  THE  RETURN
Twelve                                                   OF SEKHOME
WHEN Khama became chief, his father
was living in well-earned obscurity,
under the protection of Gaseitsiwe, at
Kanye, in the Bangwaketse country. Now
Sekhome had the best of reasons for courting
oblivion. Outlawed and disgraced, he had no
business to be alive at all* The primitive code
of a Kaffir tribe takes no account of filial
affection, and had Khama been an ordinary
chief, he would, long ere this, have had the
treacherous intriguer assegaied out of the way,
for his life was doubly forfeit. Communities
have rights that take precedence of family
relationships, and it puzzled the Bamangwato
greatly that Khama should show a leniency
that looked so much like dangerous weakness-
Imagine their amazement, therefore, when,
towards the end of 1872, Khama announced
that he had decided to recall Sekhome I Relying
upon the loyalty of his people, and eager to show
a spirit of Christian forgiveness, Khama wished
to bring the prodigal father home to end his
days in the bosom of his family.
Sekhome received the invitation with surprise
and delight. This son of his was a puzzle to
his heathen mind; but he knew he could be
trusted, so, alter six years of exile, he prepared
to return. The homeward route led through the
country of Seehele, who was of sterner stuS. He
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